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11 ashem appeared to him in the plains of Mamre while he was sitting at the entrance of the

tent in the heat of the day. 2 He lifted his eyes and saw: And behold! three men were
standing over him. He perceived, so he ran toward them from the entrance of the tent, and
bowed toward the ground. 3 And he said, “My Lord, if I find favor in Your eyes, please pass not
away from Your servant.”
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RASHI ELUCIDATED
Ooid ona — INTHE HEAT OF THEDAY.  Fp'R‘an il Xt 713 witpa Xeyin — The Holy One, Blessed
is He, brought the sun out of its sheath, i.e., He made it shine intensely, @uryiN3 ik Xy — so
as not to trouble [Abraham] with guests.! yxw 151 — Because [God] saw [Abraham] yvyn
— aggrieved D3 DTiN 7 Kby — that there were no visitors coming, 1hy oroxbnpn xan — He
brought the angels to him 2w n73 — in the form of men.?
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come pure enough to be a resting place for God, as it were.
To spare Abraham the physical strain of caring for guests,
God brought a heat wave so that no wayfarers were up and
bout that day. But Abraham longed for guests, because
tzaddik is never content with past accomplishments; he
?seeks to serve God at all times. In Abraham’s case, his man-/
‘ner of service was through being kind to people, thereby
drawing them into his orbit so that he could inspire them
with his example to learn about and serve God. In response,
God sent him three angels in the guise of people, and Abfa~
ham ran to invite them in and serve them personally, despite
his age and illness. He also pressed Ishmael into service,.for
education of the young must be practical; theoret‘xcal
preaching about kindness will fail to achieve the desired
result unless it is accompanied by acts of kindness.
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Zl. The fact that God’s appearance to Abraham t°°k2 %o TONT NIHY PAR OFNAR D KD 9N

. : to th
place in the heat of the day seems irrelevant to the — PIPT Y WDIY 173 RYIAY AN

event and discussion recorded here. It is included to ]
t:ach us that God wanted to keep travelers from dis- MY x}Hw TTHOPAVY L,9°aX prYaR Ly mon P - ]D Ly o "p'y
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& hold! The sun is coming, burning like a fur-

~ nE:::"bii SVhich rf\’ is used in the sense of “sun”’ (see . D’P"i? Ly .

Rashi to the verse in Malachi, and Bereishis Rabbah
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lack of guests? Had this been a situation in which he was obligated to
Rerform a certain mitzvah but was prevented from doing it by uncon-
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trollable circumstances, he would have been justified in feeling sad that 2730 pond ond oEadnd e
he could not discharge his obligation. But here, with no guests in sight Py 7 dbw ;i ovp) oavshh ms b
to_invite, there was no obligation at all over which he should feel Inb) WYY DD DB P |3 pre
distressed! He was like someone who sits and mopes during the week (2P0 %D o0 b dp oo b Lo

3 because he cannot perform the mitzvos of Shabbos — there was no point ) D36 D3EPND DY A9 DI oD 1w
to it.
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We have to say, then, that Abraham simply had a love for doing acts
of kindness. As we shall explain elsewhere,? it is itself a mitzuah to desire
/tg be involved in mitzvos, in particular acts of kindness, in the same wayg

(@at people desire certain foods or other physical pleasures. The fact
that the food they want is not in front of them does not take away their

unger for it; the only way to accomplish that is to find that food and PP onpy B3 730 qu3 by brns3
eat it. Y (» wp ooy D7OHD N7 D B Iy
Such was the intensity of Abraham’s hunger to do kindness; even PEDD DSPn 'ps’”m_ozp_”_a
though potential guests were not available, he still thirsted for the )
mitzvah, This same desire to do Hashem’s will was what impelled Moses WE PH D Ded B3 bp hebss

to designate three cities of refuge on the east side of the Jordan River, in
the lands he had conquered from Sichon and Og. Even though he knew
that the mitzvah would not be completed until all six cities had been set
aside after his death,? (he nonetheless had a desire to do something
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connected with a mitzvah. 86 > pn prpss woh B bino
Seemingly, this was also the motivation of the men who were ritually 2D Dyh33

impure when Hashem commanded the Jews to bring the Korban Pesach 07 30D (b msr) YD b 7551
in their second year in the Wilderness (see Bamidbar 9:7). Although they

¢ il . . S6Ep Bh pibn D pmwd
were exempt from the mitzvah because of their impurity, they still " Rrwg Sy o
tequested to be included in a Korban Pesach which was being QD 0 0D WD 3P0 13y Shvy
slaughtered for a group of pure people and to have the blood sprinkled P Q36 d3Epnd A0 Mind orp
forthem, even though they would not be able to actually participate in the ShEy 16y 3pm AMpd 95y DaEnH3E
mitzvah. As we have said, even though they could not perform the /PO ©MDP3 1309 :51:19: P pby qb
mitzuah, they simply wanted to have some degree of involvement with it, A b3 mn o"p oIbd by »

exclusively out of love of being connected to Hashem’s mifzvos. Phy % oppn B33 T oitpps
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The blessing for a newly circumcised ‘infant is that “he enter info the . 0 | ) [
Torah, the marriage canopy, and good deeds.” It would seem that the P EnE B tsn b FOD)
expression, the Torah, should include good deeds as well, because if one 00030 oo 9 ooy LNDD DYSH
learns Torah without intending to keep the mitzvos, it would have been DPUOR DD 13 S7nnp o3P0 059

better if he had never been born, as the Rabbis state, and, without Torah,

one cannot be pious. So why the double expression? The answer is that
we bless the child that he should love the mitzvos, that he should performi\
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them even if by Torah law he can exempt himself, such as terumah and .’ oED 35 9t Msn ovpdn D i 1)
tithes, and tzitzis, from which he can be exempt by wearing only such” % DIPPIDEDD 139p3 Y7and v 09 T
garments that do not require tzitzis . To attain this special love of mitzvos ; o N
a separate special blessing is required. QMPDH DY H13h by kY L5090
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"~ Hashem saw how aggrieved Avraham was that no visitors were coming,
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He sent angels to him in the form of men.

Avraham’s conduct teaches us a basic premise of chesed, kindness,
namely, that Avraham desired to perform chesed even though there was
no one in need.

Fulfilling another’s needs is not the only reason we must perform acts
"of chesed. The Torah (Devarim 28:9) commands us, “»3772 P27,
B ity .

You shall go in His ways,” and Chazal (Sotah 14) explain that we must
emulate Hashem'’s attributes. Rambam (Sefer HaMitzvos 8) teaches that
one of these attributes is chesed. Just as Hashem does chesed. so too
must we perform acts of chesed. Yet emulating Hashem’s chesed not
only obligates us to do chesed because Hashem does so, but also
©bligates us to emulate the manner in which He does chesed. Prior to
creation, there were no creatures who needed chesed. Hashem,
however, desired to bestow chesed, and creating the world provided a
means to satisfy that desire. Emulating Hashem thus requires us to do

tg perform acts of chesed. Even at times when one aspect of chesed,
namely 713 7¥77 P3N, loving one’s fellow as oneself, is not applicable,

T3

the other aspect, 19772 12?0}, is ever present. _

i:hesed not only because someone is in need, but also because we desire

A Despite the lack of guests, Avraham still desired to do chesed, and

when Hashem saw the extent of his craving — a craving that emulated
Hashem’s — He sent angels to fulfill his wish.
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Prior to his circumcision Avraham was an outstanding tzadik,
but after fulfilling the mitzvah of bris milah, Avraham achieved even
greater levels of love and enthusiasm for Hashem and the mitzvos.
He experienced a previously unrealized surge of passion, excitement,
and love for Hashem as if he had a new heart. When the opportunity

to fulfill the mitzvah of hospitality with three strangers arose, he
v —

58 % Rav Tzadok Hakohen on the Parsha

ran to greet them. The secret to the incredible physical strength
and energy exhibited by a ninety-nine-year-old man after surgery
xgsts in Avraham’s newly enefgized heart, overflowing with an
uncontainable love for Hashem and His mitzvos. When the angels

discerned his incredible zeal and passion in performing the mitzvos, .
2 they realized that Avraham rose to spiritual heights that were above {

and beyond their own capacity, at which point the angels acknowl- /
gdged that “he [Avraham] stood over them.”

Avraham’s heart, overflowing with love for Hashem and mitzvos,
continues to pulsate in the heart of every Jewish soul in every gen-
eration. Our task is to synchronize and harmonize the desires of our
hearts with the love that throbs in our souls. Our sages put it like
this: “The beloved One [i.e., Hashem] wants our heart.”*? )

When we perform the mitzvos with our hearts filled with joy and
Jove for Hashem, we are soaring above the angels!
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